September 8, 1900

...beyond Galveston



Devastation

Galveston 1900

Just about every weather
enthusiast knows the date
of September 8, 1900 as
the day Galveston, Texas,
was decimated by one of
the most powerful
hurricanes ever to strike
the United States. The
storm took thousands of
lives and was by far the
deadliest natural
catastrophe ever to strike
America.



- Away from Galveston

Understandably, all eyes were on the
Texas coast that day. And while the

Great Storm was certainly the big
weather story...

...there was some other interesting
weather happening across the country
as well.



Hot and Dry
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During September 1900 the primary A large dome of high pressure

storm track was across the upper anchored itself across the eastern U.S.,
Plains and along the Canadian border. keeping much of the central and

(The two storms shown coming up eastern parts of the nation hot and dry.

from the Gulf of Mexico were the
Galveston Hurricane and a tropical
storm mid-month.)



Hot and Dry

Accumulated Precipitation (in) Had the Galveston storm curved more
September 1, 1900 to September 30, 1900 to the rlght welcome rains would
'+ A / .
have soaked the eastern United
States.

Instead, the hurricane’s remnants
traveled northward through the Plains
and into the Great Lakes region. The
East stayed hot and dry, with severe
to extreme drought establishing itself
in the upper Ohio Valley.

September 1, 1900 to September 30, 1900 3 ’




Heat Wave

Nearly every day from the 1st to the 15t of the month saw afternoon temperatures in the
90s somewhere in southern Indiana or central Kentucky. From the 6t to the 11th all
major reporting stations in the region had daily highs in the 90s, and a few even hit 100°.
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The observer’s daily weather form from Here’s the weather observer’s form from
Maysville, Kentucky. The first column of Salem, Indiana. The left-most
handwriting is each day’s high. Three handwritten column is each day’s high
consecutive days saw temperatures soar to temperature. 102° on the 8!

at least 100°!

Note on the two forms shown above: the high temperature actually occurred on the afternoon of the
day before the day on which the value was recorded on the form



A Hot Month

The middle column on this table Average temperatures and departures from the normal.
shows temperature departures N N

from normal for September
1900. Look how hot it was in Districts.
central and eastern sections of
the country! The Ohio and
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Tennessee Valleys were the Now England E?"_ 1 1%3 1:5'3 ﬂ'g

hottest of all, at 5.7 degrees %&“},‘5%3“'?{11"’01 35:5'- i g;g T g;g T 3:2

warmer than normal. o ¢ nsu'a oy 150 -y — 03
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?t S because the western Upper Mississippi Valley 11 67.5 + 2.6 14.7 1.8

United States was under a cool Noﬁ?;'é‘;'n"éﬂ%’é" .............. 10 g6.3 +12 a1 2.8
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upper trough and benefited from  pEiLEEEIL 398 8 68.6 +1.3 17.6 2.0

. . . Southern Slope. 6 74.2 -+ 2.7 6.9 0.8

storms coming in off the Pacific, Southern Plateau . 15 65.2 — 3.4 4.4 + 0.5

. Middle Plateau 9 57.9 — 3.7 14.1 1.6

while the eastern U.S. baked Northern Plateau 10 55 8 — 1.4 22.0 2.4

. North Pacific ) 57.2 — 0.3 12.2 1.4

under a dome Of hot hlgh Middle Paclﬂc R R RN W ] 5 &gcl - 0.0 17-8 0-9

Sout!h Paclﬂcn Ledw aans Baae BaE N 4 66.6 — 1-7 7-3 0.8

pressure aloft.

Over a century later, September 1900 is still one of the top ten hottest Septembers on
record in central Kentucky and southern Indiana.









September 3, 1900

Washington, D. C., Saturday, September 8, 1900—8 A. M. The U.S. has some of

WEATHER CONDITIONS AND GENERAL FORECAST. the wildest weather
The tropial storm has continued {ts westward movement and is still eentra) In the Gulf of
ntral i the Gu on Earth, as was

Mexico, apparently o short distance from the Texas coast. It has/caused dangerous north-
eust gales throughout the Gulf and unprecedentedly high tides on the Texas coast. Sh OW n 0 n Se pte m be r

During the past 24 hours there has been but little rain, except in Florida and on the middle

Gulf coast. Therg were local thunder-storms In the middle Atlantio states and some ghowers 8 1 900 Wi he n th e
4

in the Northwest ana extreme West.

‘Temperatures hryve changed but little, except in New Ingland, where they have fallen and CO u ntry eXpe r-i e n Ced a

in the northern upper lake region, where there has been a considerable rise.

Generally falr weather s indicated for to-night and Sunday, except in the southern portion Catastroph |C h u rrl Ca ne

of the middle and west Gulf states and in eastern Florida, where there will be showers.

Te mperature changes will not be marked. Stl"l kl ng d u r.i ng a

On the Auantle const the winds will be light to fresh and mostly eastarly.

Storm Wurnings are displayed from Galveston to Brownsville, maJor heat Wave a nd

The following heavy precipitation ( In inches) has been reported during the past 24 hours:

New Orleans, 1.28; Huron, 1.76; Santingo, Cuba, 1.80. d rou ht
FORECAST TILL 8 P, M, SUNDAY. . | g

or the Distriot of Columbia, Now England, Eastern New York, New Jersey,
Bastorn Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia, generally fair to-night and
Sunday; Hght to fresh northeast vo cast winds,
North Carotina, and South  Carolina, generally talr to-night and, Sunday ; light to
sterly winds.

¢ Bastern Hlorida, partly eloudy, with local showers to-nmight and Sunday ; fresh

casterly winds.,

1'or ‘Western Florida, partly cloudy to-night and Sunday: fresh enasterly winds,

«or Alabama, partly cloudy to-might, with probably showers in extreme southwest
portion, Sunday partly cloudy; fresh ensterly winde.

For Mississippi, purtly cloudy to-night, with showers in southern portion. Sunday
partly cloudy; diminishing easterly winds.

For Lonisiana, showers to-night, Sunday partly cloudy, showers in western portion;
diminishing east to southeast winds,

For Eastern Toxas, showers to-night and probably Sunday; north W east winds, probably
high on the coast.

For Westorn Toxas, fair to-night and Sunday; except probably showers inkoutheast
vortion; varisble winds.

Ior New Mexico, fair to- night and Sunday ; southerly winds, becoming variable.

or Oklahoma, aod Indian Territory, fair to- night and Sunday ; easterly win
becoming variable.

For Arkansas, fair to-night and Sunday ; east to south winds.

For Tennessee, and Kentueky, falr to-night and Sunday ; easterly winds.

For 'West V nia, 'Western New York Western Pennsylvania, and Ohio, fair o«
night suo Sund winds mostly light easterly .
b&'o; Lakes Krie and Ontario, Jight to fresh easterly winds and fair weather to-nightand
sunday

H. O, FRANEENFIELD, Forecast Offcial,




